THE BURDS

THE FRASERS

The Battle of Bergen 1661, 2nd Anglo Dutch War

In 1679 Capt Edward Burd (1639 to 1702)
bought Ford from John Boyle of Kelburne ‘all
and hale the town and land of Foord with the
mansion house, biggins, dovecot and wood of the
same and all and hale the corn mill, mill land
multures and sequels etc with the toun and territory
of Foord’. Burd was a successful ship owner who
traded throughout Europe and the Caribbean.
Later he was a merchant in Edinburgh. In
addition to building the house (1680) he also
built a bridge over the Tyne ford and had the
right to collect tolls.

Roy’s Military Map, 1750s, with a village at Cranston.

It appears that Ford was the purchased by William
Fraser of Ballifurth WS about this time. He lived
until 1767, when his son, Simon Fraser WS
inherited and in turn lived until 1819. His son,
Lewis, died in London in 1821 but his widow
remained on till about 1841. Their name is etched
on one of the windows.

CALLANDER TENANTS
Alexander Callander MP made a fortune as a
Resident with the East India Company. On
the profits of this he bought lands in Crichton
and Elphinston and in 1789 he bought
Prestonhall creating an estate of almost 5000
acres. Ford House and Turnidykes Farm were
bought by John Burn-Callander in about 1850.
After that the house was tenanted by different
families, eventually becoming a boarding
house.
In this period
the house
attracted the
attention of
Antiquarians as it
was so unchanged.
The Drawing
Room with its
very fine bolection
moulded panelling
and woodwork
was the main
feature that was
noted, drawn
here by Ramsay
National Art Survey, 1921
Traquair.

His second son, also Capt Edward Burd, bought
the house from his father’s estate. He too was
involved with trade and naval actions, which
included being arrested at Dunkirk and he took
part of the Siege of Bass Rock. He had other
property on Edinburgh’s High Street but was
declared bankrupt in 1738.
MacGibbon & Ross, 1892

THE TINDALLS
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By the time Frank & Mary Tindall bought the
house in 1955 it was in very poor condition.
They carried out the kind of sensitive alterations

View from the Dowery House, by Molly Ross, c.1960

and repairs that they became well known for
as professional Architect and Planners
respectively. On the ground floor they made
a new kitchen with modern facilities and a
dining room that could be used as an office.
On the upper floors they introduced two
bathrooms and kept the other rooms largely
as they were. Externally they repainted the
house with its copperas limewash. They also
restored the flower and vegetable gardens and
made the woodland garden and pond.
After Frank’s death an extension was built
for Mary in a manner that did not affect the
character of the house but was still linked, so
she could share the house with Dan,
Fiammetta and Tosca Tindall and still enjoy
the garden.

Extension by Benjamin Tindall Architects, 2007

FORD HOUSE
MIDLOTHIAN
A brief history by Ben Tindall, 2018.

